BIBLE STUDY LESSON
Standing on the Stone
Romans 9:30–33 (NKJV)

OPENING ORIENTATION
This lesson flows directly from Sunday’s sermon, “The Stone People Trip Over.” Our goal tonight is not information only, but formation. We want to understand why people stumble over Jesus and how believers can learn to stand confidently on Christ by faith, not performance.

SCRIPTURE READING
Romans 9:30–33 (NKJV)
“What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. As it is written: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, and whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.’”

BACKGROUND OF THE TEXT
Paul is addressing a major question in Romans chapters 9–11: Has God failed Israel now that many Jews have rejected Jesus as Messiah? Paul’s answer is no. God has not failed. The problem was not God’s promise, but the way people attempted to approach righteousness.
Israel pursued righteousness through the law and human effort, while Gentiles received righteousness through faith. The issue was not desire or effort, but dependence.

FILL IN THE BLANK — FAITH VS. EFFORT
1. According to Romans 9:30, righteousness is received by ____________, not by pursuing or earning it.
2. Righteousness is not something we ____________; it is something we ____________ by faith.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE
Romans 1:17 (NKJV)
“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’”

FILL IN THE BLANK — RELIGION AND STUMBLING
3. Israel stumbled because they sought righteousness by ____________ instead of by ____________.
4. Religion without faith leads to ____________, not righteousness.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE
Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

FILL IN THE BLANK — THE STONE
5. Jesus is either a ____________ to stand on or a ____________ to trip over.
6. The same Christ is a ____________ to the humble and an ____________ to the proud.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 8:14 (NKJV)
“He will be as a sanctuary, but a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel, as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”

DISCIPLESHIP CONNECTION
7. When believers are unsure about grace, they often stop ____________, stop ____________, and stop ____________.

Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV)
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

PERSONAL REFLECTION
8. In your own words, what does it mean to stand on Christ rather than trusting your own effort?

CLOSING TRUTH
Romans 8:37 (NKJV)
“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”
Standing on Christ is not passive faith. It is active trust that frees us to live boldly, love confidently, and make disciples without fear.

